BRITISH POLICY TOWARDS SINDH            89

APPENDIX XIV
PROCLAMATION ADDRESSED BY SIR C. NAPIER TO THE AMIRS
OF UPPER SINDH, JANUARY 27, 1843
I was ordered to make a new treaty with you. Your
Highnesses agreed to the Draft of that treaty in words, while
you raised troops to oppose it in deeds. You were ordered to
disperse your troops, you did not disperse them. You hoped
to deceive me by a pretended agreement to the Draft Treaty.
You thought you could procrastinate till the hot weather
should prevent any military operation by the British troops ;
then you imagined you could assail us on all sides with
impunity. If we marched against you before the heat came,
you thought our march would be late and you resolved to
resist with arms, if worsted in fight, you looked to the desert
as a certain refuge. You were right, had we abided your time,
and marched by the road you expected. But we preferred
our own time and our own road, we marched into your desert,
we destroyed your magazine of powder and of grain, we
destroyed also the fortress ih which they were (as you vainly
supposed) safely lodged, and we returned out of the desert,
and we have yet three months of weather fit for war. But I
want to prevent war. I, therefore, wrote to you to meet
Major Outram at Khairpur on the 25th instant, there to
discuss and arrange the details of the draft treaty, or accept or
reject them as seemed best to your Highnesses. What is the
result ? Your Highnesses have neither replied to my letter nor
sent delegates invested with authority to meet my Commis-
sioner. This conduct is insulting to the Government I serve.
I told you that if you so acted, I would take possession of
your territories but my object is to avoid hostilities while I
obey the orders of the Governor-General. I, therefore, will
still give you to the first of February to send your Vakeels to
my headquarters, in hope that you may correct the impru-